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PRESIDENT’S FOREWORD 
 
 
At the WSF AGM last year in Hong Kong the member nations voted in a completely new Board. I was honoured 
to have the faith of the members that I could take on the Presidency, and delighted to have such a strong 
team elected with me. 
 
While it is important that we learn lessons from the past, it is vital that we look forward. So it is enough to say 
here that the elected Board were given the responsibility to lead in a different manner than previously. 
 
At the time of my election I said, "My intention will be to work with a new governance model based on 
integrity, transparency and team spirit.  
 
The WSF needs to establish a defined agreement with the professional section of our discipline, the PSA.  
 
The Olympic agenda remains a priority, along with increasing the profile of our sport worldwide and supporting 
grassroots development. Collaboration of all member nations is a must." 
 
This sums up the agenda, and we have made good progress in a number of areas. Here I must pay special 
tribute to the PSA for their positive reaction towards the new WSF leadership and their rebuilding of a strong 
relationship with us.  
 
The development of a full range of Commissions with specialist chairs to replace the range of Committees, 
Commissions and Panels is a step forward and the initiation of a new Governance & Audit Commission in 
particular provides important guidance. 
 
I should like to thank all the members of the WSF Commissions for their agreement to take part and to support 
squash in this way. 
 
There are many elements to WSF business, not least refereeing, coaching, championships, courts and 
equipment and medical, for example – as you will read in the pages that follow – but one priority remains. 
That is our push for a place on the Olympic Programme. In this regard I have invested a great deal of time and 
energy in building relationships that I believe will be helpful to us; while in full collaboration with PSA we will 
work to persuade Paris, the hosts of the 2024 Olympic Games, to nominate squash as an additional sport for 
their edition. 
 
France has successful players to show to the hosts and, in my position as a re-elected member of the French 
National Olympic Committee, I will do my best too to facilitate the recommendation of squash. 
 
However, I cannot conclude this introduction without mention of the destabilising effect and costs caused by 
the complaints by a member nation in respect of the AGM in Hong Kong. It is not my position to comment on 
the matter, except to report that both the time and money expended on dealing with it has meant that a good 
deal of funds and focus on progress has been lost to it. 
 
For now, may I thank my Board members and office staff for their support and I am pleased to submit this 
report to the AGM in Marseille. 
 
Yours in sport, 
 

 
Jacques Fontaine 
President 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 
2016/2017 

 
 

1. PERIOD OF REPORT 
 

1.1. This report covers the period between the 2016 and 2017 Annual General Meetings. However, due to 
publication timings, the report only includes information since the last report up to 30 September 2017. 
The WSF’s financial year is 1 July to 30 June and the membership year is 1 January to 31 December. 
References under these headings relate to those periods. 

2. FINANCE 
 

2.1. Operations yielded a deficit of £24,305; the WSF has reserves of £95,000 in its liquidity account. 
 

2.2. Income. The Federation’s revenue for the year was £393,018; a 1.17% increase on budget. The major 
categories of income and their variances against budget were: 

Membership Fees £119,778 up just 0.77% (see 2.3) 
Accreditation £146,461 down 4.29% on budget (see 2.4) 
SPIN Registration £36,160 up 1.5% on budget (see 2.6) 
Championship Rights Fees £35,525 as budgeted. 

 
2.3. Membership Fees. The WSF’s funding from membership fees closed at £119,778 for the year, the 

increase is due to the fees being increased in January 2017. Some fees for 2017 are outstanding but it is 
anticipated that they will be received prior to the AGM. 
 

2.4. WSF Accreditation, Approval & Certification Fees for the year totalled £146,461. The deficit 
against budget was due to a partial payment from one company and a delay in the payment from a new 
company. The WSF gratefully acknowledges the continued support of all companies for its Accreditation, 
Approval and Certification programmes. 
 
Companies with WSF Accredited, Approved and/or Certified Products: 

Aacer Flooring 
A. Best Enterprises Inc. 
Action Floor Systems LLC 
Armourcoat Ltd 
Artengo 
ASB Systembau Horst Babinsky GmbH 
Black Knight 
Boen AS 
Connor Sports Flooring 
Courtcraft Ltd 
CourtTech GmbH & Co. KG 
Courtwall GmbH 
Dunlop Slazenger Int. Ltd 
Eye 
Fiberesin Industries Inc. 
Fu-Jen Chemical Co Ltd (Taiball) 
GSG B.V. (Glas Specialisme Gooiland) 
Grays 
Hamberger Flooring GmbH & Co. KG 
Harrison Industries 
Harrow 

Head Sport AG 
Hollman Inc. 
Huashen Rubber Co Ltd 
I-Mask 
Junckers Industrier A/S 
Karakal UK 
Mantis 
McWIL Squash Inc 
Oliver 
Prestige Sports Systems 
MR Price 
Prince Sports Europe Ltd 
Prospec Ltd 
Rebound 
Salming 
Syncotts International 
Tarkett France 
Tecnifibre 
The Court Company 
Victor International GmbH 

 
2.5. Grants & Sponsorship Income. The International Olympic Committee contributed a Programme 

Development Grant in the sum of $25,000 a year, as it does for all IOC Recognised International 
Federations; a third of which must be used in support of the WSF’s Anti-Doping programme. The 
Association of IOC Recognised Sports Federation (ARISF) donated $6,000 requiring the WSF to match 
expenditure on Developmental programmes. The WSF is grateful to receive all such support. The total 
income from grants was £23,385, the slight increase on budget was due to favourable currency 
exchange rates. 
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2.6. Squash Personal Identification Number (SPIN) Registration total income was £36,160, an 
increase on budget, as there were more registrations than had been anticipated. 
 

2.7. The WSF gratefully acknowledges the indirect contributions that are made to its operations by 
Officers, Commission Personnel and their supporters. The President, Vice-Presidents and many 
Commission members make an indirect financial contribution to the WSF through the use of their 
personal telephone and email systems or those of their National Federation and/or private companies, 
which greatly assists the WSF’s finances. 
 

2.8. Expenditure for the year totalled £417,323, an increase of 4.17% against budget. The major 
categories of expenditure and their variances against budget were: 

Salaries £134,412 - up 0.86% against budget 
Establishment (office) Costs £12,092 - down 16.24% against budget (see 2.9) 
Administration overheads £62,304 - up 32.5% against budget (see 2.10) 
WSF Commission/Activities £108,410 - down 19.15% against budget (see 2.11) 
Professional Fees £55,456 - up 270% against budget (see 2.12) 

 
2.9. Establishment costs totalled £12,092, less than in previous financial years as a rebate of rates paid for 

the last four years was obtained. 
 

2.10. Administrative overheads include items such as Staff and Office travel and expenses, Membership 
subscriptions to international sporting organisation, Annual General Meeting costs and Information 
Technology. The main reasons for expenditure in this area being higher than anticipated, was 
unanticipated Extraordinary General Meeting costs (£5,445) and Visual Reality Software/Licencing fees 
(£6,453) being separated out from Commission expenditure 
 

2.11. WSF Commission expenditure was £108,410; this decrease is mainly due to a number of initiatives 
being delayed until the next financial year. Although, Anti-Doping was £6,784 up on budget as a result 
of costs from the WADA appeal of a WSF sanction. 
 

2.12. Professional fees include Audit, Accountancy, Legal and Corporate Management (Isle of Man). The 
reasons for the huge increase in expenditure in this area relate to the costs of getting an entirely new 
Board registered in the Isle of Man, fees for providing advice on the Share Registers and an issue with 
non-filing of the historical Articles updates totalling circa £17,000 and fees relating to legal advice 
obtained regarding the England Squash v WSF case in the sum of £26,200. 
 

2.13. Financial Control. WSF finances are handled from the Office, using SAGE software. Monthly 
Management Accounts are produced for Board review, who ensure overall control and assess 
performance against budget. Since July 2017 the Governance & Audit Commission have been invited to 
review and comment on the monthly Management Accounts. Wilkins Kennedy the WSF’s Accountants 
provided financial advice and payroll services during the period as well as assistance with the 2017 year-
end process. They also carried out the Federation’s annual audit in 2016 and 2017. 
 

2.14. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) The accounting software was maintained and monthly Management Accounts produced 
b) Financial performance against budget was monitored on a monthly basis 
c) Continued and new financial support was sought and obtained. 

3. WSF OFFICE & ADMINISTRATION 
 

3.1. World Squash Federation Limited continues to trade as a limited liability company in the Isle of Man 
(Company Number 079771C) following its incorporation on 1 July 1996. 
 

3.2. Registrations. Officers newly elected at the 2016 Annual General Meeting were registered via Dixcart, 
the WSF’s Isle of Man Management Company. Dixcart were also provided with copies of the Annual 
General Meeting Minutes and the Audited Accounts for their records. 
 

3.3. Premises. The WSF continues to maintain its Administrative Office at 25 Russell Street, Hastings, East 
Sussex TN34 1QU. 
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3.4. Staff. The WSF continued to employ two full time members of staff: Andrew Shelley (Chief Executive) 
and Lorraine Harding (Operations Manager) during the period. On her return from maternity leave 
Jasmine Pascoe (Assistant Operations Manager) requested and the Board agreed that her term of 
employment be reduced to three days per week. To offset that Carol Hackett (Administrative Assistant) 
was offered and accepted a permanent contract of employment also for three days per week. 
 

3.5. Communications. The following services continued during the period: 
a) World Squash News – Howard Harding provides this service, issuing branded Press Releases on 

behalf of the WSF, providing reports during the build-up to a World Championship and daily reports 
and results during the Championship. 

b) WSF Website – the site is updated as necessary, often on a daily basis. 
c) Instant Update – published bi-monthly. 
d) Member Information – that provides information relevant only to National Federations on a monthly 

basis. 
e) Social Media output. 
 
Additionally, the WSF continues to disseminate a monthly WSF Calendar and regularly updates its 
Directory. All queries from Members and other key stakeholders were also managed. 

4. MEMBERSHIP 
 

4.1. Membership Levels. Membership of the WSF increased from 147 to 148 during the period; this 
comprises 77 Full Members (Philippines upgraded from Associate to Full), 42 Associate Members (new 
members being Panama and Iceland) and 29 Squash Links. Regional Federations are encouraged to 
make every effort to increase their membership, as this is an indicator of the health of the sport and its 
universality. 
 

4.2. Regional Federations. The five Regional Federations continue to make a vital contribution to the 
growth and welfare of squash and the WSF Office maintains close contact with each of them. All five 
Regional Presidents serve on the Executive Committee and are invited to attend WSF Executive Board 
meetings; helping to ensure that the WSF’s focus and development plans are truly global. 

5. EXECUTIVE BOARD & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

5.1. Executive Board. WSF President N. Ramachandran and Vice-Presidents Mohamed El-Menshawy and 
Linda MacPhail served until 9 November 2016. N. Ramachandran had served his maximum term and so 
the Presidency and four Vice-President positions were voted on at the Annual General Meeting in Hong 
Kong on 9 November 2016. Jacques Fontaine was elected President and Sarah-Fitz-Gerald, Gar Holohan, 
Huang Ying How and Pablo Serna Vice-Presidents. 
 
The Board met in London (August 2016), Hong Kong (November 2016), London (February 2017), 
Helsinki (April 2017) and Manchester (August 2017) - all members of the Board in place at the time, the 
Chief Executive and the Operations Manager were in attendance. 
 

5.2. The Executive Committee consists of all members of the Executive Board plus the five Regional 
Presidents and a representative of the PSA and the Athletes’ Commission. The Committee met in Hong 
Kong in November 2016 and Helsinki in April 2017. The next meeting is scheduled to take place in 
December 2017 in France. 

6. STRATEGY & COMMISSION STRUCTURE 
 
6.1. Strategy. As part of the WSF Board’s intention to update the published WSF Strategy 2020, to take 

account of the changing landscape, Vice-President Gar Holohan has been consulting and producing 
discussion papers for the Board. 

 
6.2. The new structure of Commissions was put in place by the Board mid-2017; each having specific 

roles and responsibilities that replace the old mix of Committees, Commissions and Panels. 
 
6.3. Operational outline for Commissions. Each Commission Chair (normally a specialist in the field) 

reports to the Board via the Board appointed liaison on the Commission (the WSF President, a Vice 
President or the Chief Executive) and the WSF Office. Commission members are proposed by the Chair, 
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Regional Federations and/or the WSF Office for review by the Board. Chairs are required to submit 
reports to the Board twice a year. 
 

6.4. Selection of Chairs & Members. Chairs are recommended to the Board for selection, normally by the 
WSF Office. The composition of Commissions would not ordinarily exceed five persons, usually with a 
minimum of three Regions represented. Commission membership will be reviewed every two years so 
that a degree of regeneration can be incorporated to maintain freshness. 
 

6.5. Commission Chair Responsibilities are to: 
Manage their Commission’s activity 
Provide a half yearly report for review by the Board 
Attend the WSF Conference and, if required to do so, present their activities from the past year 
Provide data for the Executive Committee Report 
Provide an outline of the following year’s anticipated activities 
Provide a draft budget for the following year’s anticipated activities. 

 
6.6. Commission Meetings. Routine business is carried out by email. E-meetings are to be held at least 

once a year, with face-to-face meetings being held if appropriate and if costs allow. The WSF funds the 
travel and accommodation for the Chair of each Commission, but members are self-funded or possibly 
supported by Regions. 
 

6.7. Function & Activities. The Chair of each Commission is responsible for identifying areas of action for 
the Commission and recommending strategy and plans to the Board. 

7. ANTI-DOPING COMMISSION 
 

7.1. Anti-Doping Commission: Director: Dr Anne Smith. Members: Dr. Bharatinder Singh, Dr. Ellen 
Hamborg-Petersen. Anti-Doping Programme Manager: Lorraine Harding. Intelligence Officer: Jasmine 
Pascoe. 
 

7.2. Therapeutic Use Exemption Commission: Chair: Dr. Anne Smith. Members: Dr. Deborah Dudgeon, 
Dr. Charlie Elgood, Dr. Connie Lebrun and Dr. Bharatinder Singh  
 

7.3. Adverse Analytic Findings (AAFs): One AAF on an international level athlete that occurred at the 
South Asian Games - for which the Results Management came under WSF jurisdiction – was processed 
during the period. There were three AAFs reported by National Anti-Doping Organisations (NADOs). 
 

7.4. Test Distribution Plan (TDP): Testing is based on risk for both the type of substances and factors 
that are known to increase the potential for the use of prohibited substances. The TDP includes both in-
competition and out-of-competition testing. 
 

7.5. Registered Testing Pool (RTP): Out-of-competition testing is undertaken on the RTP who must 
provide information regarding their whereabouts all of the time. Selection is based on a weighting 
system according to five risk criteria: a rapid rise in rankings, recent injury or sudden withdrawal from an 
event, Missed Tests or Filing Failures during the previous year, athletes from nations with no or limited 
NADO activity, or information regarding possible use of prohibited substances or methods. Twelve 
athletes were selected for the RTP 2017, which may be extended, depending upon risk criteria. The 
athletes are reminded quarterly of their inclusion. As selection is based on risk criteria, there is no effect 
of gender and, as a result, there may be more men than women, or vice-versa, or, they could even 
comprise all men or all women. 
 

7.6. Other Testing Pool (OTP): The RTP requires very detailed Whereabouts, which is quite a burden for 
athletes; whereas the OTP requires whereabouts information in less detail. This broadens the number of 
athletes tested. Ten athletes from the top 40 men and top 30 women are selected for the OTP every 
quarter; selections are again based on the five risk criteria. 
 

7.7. WSF Testing Programme: Both in-competition (IC) and out-of-competition (OOC) tests were carried 
out throughout the year. Urine and some blood testing are required now, according to the risk profile for 
squash advised in the Technical Document for Sport Specific Analysis (TDSSA). The TDSSA requires 10% 
of all WSF’s tests to be analysed for Erythropoiesis Stimulating Agents and 5% for both Growth Hormone 
and Growth Hormone Releasing Hormone. Forty-nine OOC tests were undertaken between 1 August 
2016 and 31 July 2017. 
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The Athlete Blood Passport programme comprises four athletes (three male and one female), who have 
blood taken regularly to monitor certain blood parameters to establish a blood cell profile, which would 
be altered with the use of prohibited substances. Seven blood samples were taken over the year. 
 

7.8. NADO Tests: Reports indicate that seven NADOs carried out a total of 92 tests between them of which 
71 were OOC and 21 IC. This does not reflect the total number of tests carried out on squash athletes; 
the total data is provided by WADA but is a year behind (see 7.9 below). 
 

7.9. WADA Reporting of all testing on squash athletes: The latest reporting period is for 1 January to 
31 December 2015. The report comes from samples analysed by WADA accredited laboratories and 
reported in ADAMS.  
 
There were 293 urine samples tested worldwide with 7 AAFs (4 OOC and 3 IC) and 1 ATF (IC). Of the 
AAFs. 3 were for anabolic steroids and 4 were glucocorticoids; a definite increase in the more concerning 
AAFs. There were 8 blood samples taken with no AAFs; 147 OOC tests and 138 IC. This testing involved 
33 different organisations: 29 NADOs, 1 RADO, 1 National Olympic Committee and 2 Major Event 
Organisations. An overall decrease in the number of tests reported in 2014 (391). 
 

7.10. Missed Tests or Filing Failures: There were five Missed Tests and three Filing Failures given to 
international level athletes during the period; one NADO reported two Filing Failures. 
 
If an athlete has any combination of three Missed Tests and or Filing Failures in a 12-month period this 
constitutes an Anti-Doping Rule Violation that may result in a sanction. One athlete has a Filing Failure 
and a Missed Test on file. 
 

7.11. Tip Centre: The Play Clean Tip Centre on the WSF website is for anyone to anonymously report 
information regarding doping in squash athletes, or the provision of prohibited substances to athletes by 
coaches, trainers or any athlete support personnel. Despite being kept purposely anonymous to 
encourage information to be brought forward, the Tip Centre was not utilised during the period. 
 

7.12. Therapeutic Use Exemptions (TUEs): There were five applications to the WSF; one required 
translation which was too expensive for the athlete, so it was recommended the athlete approach the 
NADO and WSF would recognise the TUE, if accepted by the NADO. Two applications were unnecessary 
as the medications were not prohibited (good that the athletes, being unsure, chose to submit TUEs 
though), one was granted and one was rejected by the TUE Commission. 
 

7.13. Prohibited List: Any substantive changes to the Prohibited List which is published annually on 1 
January are posted on the WSF website and notified to professional athletes via the PSA. 
 

7.14. WADA Symposium, 13-15 March 2017, Lausanne: Dr. Anne Smith and Lorraine Harding attended. 
There were a record 740+ participants which included International Federations (IFs), National Anti-
Doping Organisations (NADOs), Regional Anti-Doping Organisations (RADOs), Major Event Organisers 
(MEOs), National Olympic Committees (NOCs), Government Representatives (Ministers), Laboratories 
and Athletes (the WADA Athlete Committee) attesting to its importance for world bodies.  
 
This year’s symposium theme was “Tackling our Challenges and Strengthening the Future of Clean 
Sport” Richard McLaren discussed his report and there was an update on Anti-Doping activities in Russia.  
 

7.15. Education: An Outreach education session was conducted by Doping Free Sport New Zealand (DFSNZ) 
at the World Junior Championships in July 2017. The Outreach interactive programme has been 
designed by WADA to be informative but it’s also fun, as it includes Play True a quiz – which is available 
in many languages - allowing participants to test their knowledge on doping and its consequences. The 
software records each participant’s score, displaying them for all to see in descending order, generating 
some competitiveness. There were over 149 competitors at the event and a mix of 90+ coaches, 
athletes and parents engaged with the educators over the 3-day period they were present; in excess of 
DFSNZ’s objective. 
 

7.16. Compliance: WADA required every International Federation and NADO to complete a questionnaire so 
that their Code Compliance could be assessed. Although there were 200 questions, some answers led to 
other questions, increasing the amount of data required; an arduous and time consuming task for both 
the Anti-Doping Programme Manager and the Commission Chair. The questionnaire was submitted 
before the deadline; to date there has been no feedback from WADA. This is a very important process 
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as the WSF must be compliant or it could be sanctioned, which could mean an exclusion from compete 
in Major Games and would prevent any Olympic programme inclusion. 
 

7.17. Nation Federation Reporting: Quarterly reporting is a requirement of the WSF Anti-Doping Rules. 
Unfortunately, very few nations respond to the WSF Office’s request for details of testing carried out in 
their country. 
 

7.18. Medical Commission for the World Games: As a member of the International World Games 
Association (IWGA) Medical Commission, Dr. Anne Smith attended the World Games in Wroclaw, Poland 
from 17-31 July 2017, to oversee the medical and anti-doping services at the Games. 
 

7.19. SportAccord Doping-Free Sports Unit (DFSU): WSF renewed its contract with the DFSU for the 
provision of anti-doping services. The expertise provided and the support from the DFSU over the year 
was excellent.  
 

7.20. Spanish NADO: While the Spanish NADO was WADA non-compliant, the WSF agreed to test any 
Spanish national level athletes as necessary; no requests were received. The Spanish NADO is now 
WADA compliant and is re-instated. 
 

7.21. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) The Test Distribution Plan (TDP) was created for 2017, which included WADA Technical Document for 

Sport Specific Analysis (TDSSA) blood and urine tests 
b) The Registered Testing Pool and ‘Other’ Testing Pool were established 
c) Substantive changes to the 2017 Prohibited List were published 
d) The number of athletes in the Athlete Biological Passport programme was not increased to five, as 

costs did not allow 
e) Target testing was done as necessary 
f) Athlete Whereabouts information was monitored in ADAMS 
g) An educational strategy was pursued to develop partnerships with some NADOs to conduct education 

on behalf of WSF 
h) An Outreach education programme was conducted at the World Junior Championships in New 

Zealand 
i) Records are kept of all in-competition and out-of-competition tests done under WSF jurisdiction and 

of all Missed Tests and Filing Failures 
j) Adverse Analytical Findings were managed and reported appropriately 
k) All Anti-Doping Rule Violation sanctions were published during the period 
l) “Tip Line” information was acted upon 
m) The Contract with SportAccord Doping Free Sport Unit for the provision of anti-doping services was 

renewed 
n) National Federations were asked to provide testing data on a quarterly basis 
o) The WADA Compliance Questionnaire was completed on schedule; the response is awaited. 

8. ATHLETES COMMISSION 
 

8.1. The Commission. Discussions with the PSA have resulted in the Executive Board proposing a motion to 
the General Meeting that there be one joint Athletes’ Commission, which shall be constituted and 
managed in partnership with the Professional Squash Association, from January 2018, remit to be 
agreed by both parties. 

9. CHAMPIONSHIPS COMMISSION 
 
9.1. In November 2016 at the Championships Committee meeting held in Hong Kong the members reviewed 

reports from completed events and updates in preparation for forthcoming ones. The meeting also 
ratified the new tendering process for WSF Championships, made amendments to sixteen World 
Championship Regulations and discussed several general, Junior and Masters matters. 
 
At this point the Masters Sub-Committee of the Championships Committee became a separate Masters 
Commission, a Junior Commission was instituted and the Championships Committee became a 
standalone Commission. 
 
The WSF Board decided on members for the Championships Commission in July 2017 under the 
continued Chairmanship of Tony Choi (previously titled Director). 
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9.2. World Championships held in the period (August 2016 – July 2017): 
a) Men’s & Women’s World Junior Individual Championship – Poland (6–11 August 2016). 
b) Men’s World Junior Team Championship – Poland (12–17 August 2016). 
c) World Doubles – Australia (15–18 August 2016). 
d) World University Championships – Malaysia (5–11 September 2016). 
e) World Masters – South Africa (24–30 September 2016). 
f) Men’s World Championship – Egypt, (25 October–4 November 2016). 
g) Women’s World Team Championship – France (28 November–3 December 2016). 
 

9.3. Championship Programme 2017/2018 
a) Men’s and Women’s World Junior Individual Championships – New Zealand (19–24 July 2017). 
b) Women’s World Junior Team Championship – New Zealand (25–29 July 2017). 
c) World Doubles Championships – England (1-5 August 2017). 
d) World Hardball Doubles Championships – USA (21-24 September 2017).  
e) Men’s World Team Championship – France (27 November–3 December 2017). 
f) Men’s and Women’s World Championships – England (10-17 December 2017). 
 

9.4. The Championship Regulations are subject to regular review by the Commission, the Board and 
from National Federations via the Annual General Meeting. The latest update is Version 7.5 dated March 
2017, which includes all the technical changes agreed by the Board during the period. 
 

9.5. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) All World Championships were conducted satisfactorily under the WSF Rules and Regulations 
b) The WSF Office was responsible for all pre-event procedures and processes 
c) The WSF Office provided Tender documentation and liaised with National and Regional Federations 

regarding the allocation of Championships 
d) Hosts for the World Junior events not allocated for 2018 and 2019 were secured (India and Malaysia 

respectively) 
e) The revised tendering process was used to allocate 2019 Championships after the deadline of 31 

December 2016 
f) Pre-arrangements are ongoing for future World Championships in 2017 and 2018 
g) Recalibration of the balance of rights fees to entry fees for Championships from 2017 onwards was 

introduced 
h) On-site WSF Technical Delegate capability and Technical Delegate training was not progressed but it 

is hoped to be during the coming period 
i) The World Calendar continues to be updated on a regular basis 
j) The World Junior Circuit was consolidated and developed and the WSF Ranking List issued quarterly 
k) Championship Regulations continue to be reviewed and updated on the website 
l) The worldwide player database (SPIN) is maintained and continues to grow and to be increasingly 

used for entry evaluation 
m) Refinement of the Championship software system, to meet the needs of hosts, players and media is 

ongoing. 

10. COACHING COMMISSION 
 

10.1. Commission Structure. Since Development became an independent Commission, the Coaching 
Commission is now responsible for coaching matters only. However mutual cooperation will be sought 
where fields overlap. The Commission now comprises the following, with each region represented: 

Chairman:  S. Maniam 
Board Liaison:  Sarah Fitz-Gerald 
Members:  Michael Khan, WSF CEP Coordinator 
 Graham Prior 
 Esteban Casarino 
 Zac Alexander 

 
10.2. WSF Regional Course Managers. The following coaches were appointed as Regional Course 

Managers: 
Asia – Cyrus Poncha 
Africa – Graham Prior 
Pan America – Roberto Hernandez 
Oceania – Zac Alexander 
Europe – Pavel Sladecek 
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10.3. WSF Coaching Conference. WSF Coaching Conferences are now held annually with the last 
conference held in Feb 2016 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia and the next conference in Bucaramanga, 
Colombia from 14-16 September 2017. 
 

10.4. Tutor Training. Fourteen new Level-2 Tutors were trained 2016/2017 in Pan America, Oceania, Europe 
and Asia. Level 3 Tutor training is scheduled for 12-13 September 2017. 
 

10.5. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) Level-1 and Level-2 Tutor-guides, PowerPoint Presentations and video clips are available in a 

restricted area of the WSF website 
b) WSF Level-3 Coach Certification Scheme is currently being developed 
c) The 2017 Coaching Conference was moved to the second half of the year (September 2017) 
d) WSF Level-3 Tutor training will be held in the second half of the year (September 2017) 
e) Fourteen additional WSF Level-2 Tutors were trained in Oceania, Pan America, Europe and Asia 
f) A total of 411 candidates participated in WSF Level-1 and Level-2 courses in 2016/2017. 

11. COMMERCIAL COMMISSION 
 

11.1. The Commission was populated by the Board only in the final months of the period under the 
Chairmanship of WSF Vice President Pablo Serna. 
 
While the time until the end of the year was short, initial plans to market assets - including a meeting 
with a prospective partner took place - led by member Matthew Osmon. Meanwhile another member, 
Julie Marks, produced a Communications Review and began developing output for the WSF Twitter 
account. 
 

11.2. Media Service. The role of the Commission was extended to include media activity World Squash 
Media Director, Howard Harding, provided information and a link for international media, general media 
advice and some free support to Regional Federations, disseminating their Regional Championship 
results for them, as they do not have Media Directors in place. 
 

11.3. Social Media. The number of people that ‘Like’ the WSF Facebook page is static at around 82,500. 
Numbers following the WSF Twitter account have risen to approximately 10,500. Both the WSF’s social 
media sites are fed via the Media Director, the Chief Executive and the WSF Office. 
 

11.4. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) Maintained and developed WSF media management 
b) Continued the current result service, quality of website and bi-monthly Instant Updates 
c) Nurtured new media contacts around the world to expand the number of outlets receiving WSF news 
d) Used World Squash Day to support initiatives 
e) Upgraded the presentation and navigability of the WSF website. 

12. COURTS & EQUIPMENT COMMISSION (Formerly Technical Committee) 
 

12.1. Composition. Chris Herridge took up the position of Chair with Huang Ying How WSF Vice-President as 
Board Liaison. 
 

12.2. Technical Queries. The Squash Court Specifications are published on the WSF website and are also 
included within many National Federation’s sites. Technical enquiries usually originate from the website 
and almost without exception are processed by email. Every enquiry received during the year was 
satisfactorily dealt with by directing the enquirer to an electronic version of the Court Specifications or by 
referring more complex issues to the Commission Chair. 
 

12.3. Specific topics covered during the period included: technical queries from National Federations and 
individuals; Major Games technical issues; dealing with disputes between WSF Accredited Companies 
and end users; construction details; design of viewing areas; floor construction, tolerances, cleaning and 
maintenance; wall repairs; lighting levels and specifications; LED lighting in squash courts; painting of 
floor and wall surfaces; construction of a wooden court; noise levels on the court; glass wall thickness 
and testing; line marking materials; floor slip resistance; doubles court construction ventilation and 
advertising on court. Enquiries originated from all geographic regions including Pakistan, Egypt, 
Colombia, South Africa, Guatemala, Japan, China, India, Malaysia, France, USA, Belarus, Hong Kong, 
Australia, Belgium and the UK. 
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12.4. The Court Specifications have undergone a review and was re-uploaded to the website in January 
2017. The Commission is working on an electronic version that will have ‘interactive’ capabilities, a 
template will be available for comment later in 2017 with a projected release date early in 2018. 
 

12.5. Drawings illustrating the general layout of the court and typical details have been added to the 
Specification. 
 

12.6. WSF Accreditation underwent a review to its classification of products; companies are now defined as 
Accredited Products and Accredited Companies and a new category ‘Accredited Installers’ for specialist 
court constructors that do not manufacture products themselves is being introduced for 2018. 
 

12.7. Wall Testing. Accreditation requirements for new wall surfaces has been deferred to January 2018. 
The test protocol whereby a ball machine repeatedly fires squash balls at a sample panel so as to 
simulate accelerated wear has been agreed and trialled by an independent testing laboratory based in 
London. 
 

12.8. WSF Accredited Products. Chris Herridge, was again very active during the year, answering queries 
from court owners and specifiers regarding WSF Accredited Products and carrying out inspections. The 
WSF only endorses Accredited Products in the construction or refurbishment of squash courts. The 
pages on WSF Accredited Products and Companies on the WSF website are amongst the most visited of 
the site and provide a valuable information resource for all builders and specifiers of squash courts. The 
products that meet WSF Specifications and were WSF Accredited in 2016/2017 are: 

 
Aacer Cush I, Aacer Cush I Plus, Aacer Flex Tri Power, Aacer Anchored Power Sleeper 

System, Aacer Channel System 
A Best “Doubleplay” Standard Glass Back Wall Door 
Action Cush I, Action Cush II, Action Cush II Plus, Action Thrust and Pro-Action Thrust 

Squash Court Flooring System 
Altempco Tempered Glass Back Walls 
Armourcoat Squash Court Plaster 
Armourcoat Sounding Board System 
ASB All-Glass Court 
ASB Squash System Court Walls & Rainbow Court 
ASB Moveable Walls 
ASB Glass Back Wall 
ASB-Haro Sports Model Melbourne 65 Flooring 
ASB LED Squash Court Lighting 
ASB Adjustable Tin 
Boflex Squash 
Arenaflex Squash 
Singleflex Squash 
Combatwall Plaster Coat System 
Connor Squash Flooring System “Squashplay”, “Neoshock”, “Duracushion II” and 

“Rezill Sleeper DIN” 
Courtcraft ‘RENOV8’ Squash Court Wall Panel System 
Courtcraft ‘INNOV8’ Squash Court Wall Panel System 
Courtcraft ‘INNOV8’ Squash Court Moveable Side Wall 
Courtcraft Height Adjustable Tin 
Courtcraft LED Squash Court Lighting 
Courtcraft/Junckers Squash Court Floor 
CT System Walls 
CT Glass Back Walls 
CT 4-Sided Glass Court 
CT Moveable Side Wall 
CT Sport Floor 
CT Height Adjustable Tin 
CT LED Lighting 
Courtwall 28mm Front Wall & 21mm Side Wall Squash Court Panels 
Courtwall All-Glass Court 
Courtwall Glass-Back Walls 
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Courtwall Plaster System 
Courtwall Moveable Side Wall 
Courtwall-Boen Squash Flooring 
Courtwall Sound Board 
Courtwall LED Lights 
Ellis Pearson Glass Back Walls 
Fiberesin 38mm Front Wall & 28mm Side Wall Racquetball/Squash Court Wall Panels 
GSG HM Type 95.2 & Type 95.2 Handicap Access, Type 95.2 COCO-B & Type 95.2 COCO-B 

Handicap Access, Type 95.4 & Type 95.4 Handicap Access, Type 95.4 Coco-B & Type 95.4 
COCO-Handicap Access, Type 95.6 & Type 95.6 Handicap Access 

HARO Sports Model Melbourne 65 Flooring 
Hollman’s Panelized Squash Courts 
McWIL – Fiberesin 28mm Front & 21mm Side Walls 
McWIL – Fiberesin 38mm Front & 28mm Side Walls 
McWIL All-Glass Court 
McWIL – HARO Sports Model Melbourne 65 Flooring 
McWIL – GSG Glass Back Walls and Hardware 
McWIL Adjustable Tin 
Panelized Squash Courts 
Prestige Resi-Sleeper, Resi-Panel, Bi-Power Sleeper, Bi-Power “D-B” (Double Batten) Sleeper 

Modified, Bi-Power Sleeper Modified, Bi-Power Channel and Bi-Power Panel Flooring Systems 
Rebound Plaster 
Rebound ‘Sport 2000’ Squash Court Paint 
SylvaSquash Flooring System 
Syncotts Synplast Squash Court Hard Plaster 
Syncotts Glass Back Wall 
Tarkett Multiflex M and Proflex M Floors. 

 
12.9. WSF Accredited Companies. These are companies that offer the essential components of the 

complete court - four walls, floor, tin and lighting – that are independently or collectively WSF 
Accredited. A company may use the WSF Accredited products of another company as part of their 
overall components. The following are WSF Accredited Companies: 

ASB 
CourtTech 
Courtwall 
Courtcraft (new for 2017) 
McWIL (re-joined in 2017). 

 
12.10. New WSF Accredited products. Following a lengthy consultation period whilst the WSF received and 

evaluated technical information, ‘GuoGuang Squash’ based in Dalian, China have been granted 
Accredited Company status from August 2017.  
 

12.11. Ball Specification. The specifications for Single Dot (Club) balls and Standard Double Dot 
(Competition) Balls are now in place and are being used for performance testing. 
 

12.12. Approved Balls which have been tested as meeting WSF Specifications are: 
Artengo SB 990 Ball 
Black Knight Ball 
Dunlop XX Yellow Dot Championship Ball 
Eye Squash Ball 
HEAD Sport AG Yellow Dot Ball 
Huashen Double & Single Yellow Dot Balls 
Karakal Squash Ball 
MR Price Sport Maxed Ball 
Prince Rebel Pro Ball 
Taiball Yellow Dot Ball 
Tecnifibre Squash Ball 
Victor/VICTEC Doppel-Gelb Ball 
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The Dunlop XX Yellow Dot Championship Ball is the WSF Adopted Ball for use in all WSF and Regional 
Championships. 
 

12.13. Racket Specification. The specification for rackets remains unchanged. 
 

12.14. WSF Approved Rackets. This programme is currently being reviewed. 
 

12.15. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) Compliance with specifications for courts, rackets and other equipment ensured 
b) Technical queries answered promptly 
c) Technical support was provided to Accredited Companies and their customers 
d) Complete Court Accreditation was revised to indicate Accredited Products and Accredited Companies 
e) The Squash Court Specifications were issued in January 2017 and are updated as necessary 
f) Applications for new Accreditations were processed satisfactorily. 

13. DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
 

13.1. The Commission was established as a separate group from the Coaching and Development Committee 
to provide a more direct focus on Development. Under the Chairmanship of Emily Mak members were 
invited in May; hence only introductions and a start has been made towards priorities and general 
targets. It will operate with specialist coaches and development officers who between them have 
experience of introductory, school, urban, coaching and marketing/promotion to fulfil their remit of 
introduction and maintaining interest of players. 
 

13.2. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) Develop and disseminate relevant resources to National Federations and others, via the WSF website 
b) Assist Nation Federations with squash development programmes in conjunction with Regional 

Federations, as and when requested 
c) Continue to build on the success of the WSF Ambassador Programme. 

14. DISCIPLINARY COMMISSION 
 

14.1. Cases. There were no new major disciplinary cases requiring attention during the period. Those that 
were dealt with by the Commission were minor in nature (primarily World Junior player withdrawals and 
Conduct Strokes). 
 

14.2. Integrated Disciplinary Procedure. The Integrated Disciplinary Procedure was not utilised during the 
period. 
 

14.3. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) WSF monitored and disciplinary incidents processed 
b) It was necessary to update the WSF Code of Conduct during the period 
c) Regional Federations were not provided templates to ensure that all have fully adopted the WSF 

Code of Conduct, including the Integrated Disciplinary Process 
d) Development of a Code of Conduct template for National Federations linked to the regional versions 

was put on hold until next year 
e) Mutual Recognition of Penalties via an Integrated Disciplinary Panel in conjunction with PSA and 

Regional Federations required no refinement 
f) Maintained development of offence benchmark penalties 
g) Supporting the development of Rules Certification for players to encourage improved on court 

behaviour will be part of the World Squash Officiating programme. 

15. ETHICS COMMISSION 
 

15.1. The Commission was established at the 2016 Annual General meeting and its Terms of Reference are to 
define and update a framework of ethical principles, including the WSF Code of Ethics, based upon the 
values and principles of the IOC Code of Ethics and to investigate complaints raised in relation to the 
non-respect of such ethical principles, including breaches of the WSF Code of Ethics and, if necessary, 
propose sanctions to the WSF Executive Board. The Chair and Members of the Commission were elected 
at the Extraordinary General Meeting on 5 August 2017. 
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15.2. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) The online Ethics & Compliance tip line was monitored, allowing for anonymous “tips” on unethical 

behaviour. 

16. GOVERNANCE & AUDIT COMMISSION 
 

16.1. The Commission. With good governance being important to the WSF as well as being a key IOC 
priority the Commission was established in May 2017. 

 
16.2. Existing policies and processes have been reviewed and where necessary, updated and uploaded to 

the website during the year. This included AGM information - minutes, accounts, auditors report and the 
Executive Committee Report; details of forthcoming WSF meetings; the WSF Structure organigram; the 
WSF’s Social Media, Expenses for Board & Committee Members, Code of Conduct and Environment 
policies; the WSF Code of Ethics and the WSF Strategic Plan. 
 

16.3. Motions relating to the WSF Code of Ethics and the WSF Athletes and Ethics Commissions have been 
drafted for Annual General Meeting approval to bring them in line with IOC guidelines. 

17. JUNIOR COMMISSION 
 

17.1. Newly established in July 2017, the remit of the Commission is to advise on matters relating to junior 
squash generally; recommend specific Rules & Regulations for Junior Squash; coordinate a World Junior 
Circuit and World Junior Rankings and assist with the seeding process for junior events. 

18. MAJOR GAMES COMMISSION 
 

18.1. Separated out from the old Olympic & Major Games Committee, the new Commission’s remit is 
to retain or gain the inclusion of Squash in all Major Games worldwide; review formats and other facets 
as necessary to help ensure continued participation and recommend plans for lobbying for the inclusion 
of Squash in Major Games. 
 

18.2. Major Games updates: 
a) World Masters Games: Took place 21-30 April 2017 in Auckland, New Zealand and described by 

International Masters Games Association President Kai Holm at the Closing Ceremony in Auckland as 
"the best Games ever!" The Games featured 28 sports (including 45 disciplines) across 48 venues - 
with squash boasting almost 600 competitors taking part in 18 events, from Over-35 to Over-80 
championships, at North Shore Squash Club. 
Men's Finals: Over-35: Kashif Shuja (NZL) beat Sam Atkins (NZL) 11-8, 11-4, 14-12. Over-40: Allan 
Crome (NZL) beat Corey Love (NZL) 11-5, 11-13, 6-11, 11-4, 11-9. Over-45: Paul Bedford (NZL) beat 
Robert Clark (NZL) 11-7, 11-6, 11-9. Over-50: Craig van der Wath (RSA) beat Steven Wren (CAN) 11-
6, 11-7, 18-16. Over-55: Peter Gilbee (AUS) beat Dale Robbins (AUS) 11-9, 11-6, 11-9. Over-60: 
Mark Waldin (NZL) beat Roy Ollier (AUS) 11-8, 11-8, 11-4. Over-65: Ross Wells (NZL) beat Hongi 
Laing (NZL) 11-6, 7-11, 11-8, 7-11, 13-11. Over-70: Gerald Poulton (CAN) beat Graeme Richardson 
(NZL) 11-2, 11-7, 8-11, 7-11, 11-4. Over-75: Champion: Richard Purser (NZL); Runner-up: Tom 
Slattery (AUS). Over-80: Champion: Malcolm Gilham (ENG); Runner-up: Trevor Coulter (NZL). 
Women's finals: Over-35: Shelley Kitchen (NZL) beat Joanna Shanks (NZL) 11-8, 2-11, 11-5, 6-11, 
11-5. Over-40: Suk Hee Kim (NZL) beat Trina Moore (NZL) 7-11, 11-9, 11-8, 11-8. Over-45: Sarah 
Fitz-Gerald (AUS) beat Lisa Cowlard (NZL) 11-4, 11-8, 11-2. Over-50: Sue Hillier (AUS) beat 
Angelique Clifton-Parks (RSA) 19-17, 8-11, 12-10, 11-8. Over-55: Pippa Green (ENG) beat Susan 
Lawrence (JAM) 11-4, 11-7, 16-14. Over-60: Anne Richards (AUS) beat Sarah Wilson (AUS) 11-2, 11-
8, 11-3. Over-65: Laura Ramsay (CAN) beat Sue Volzke (AUS) 11-3, 11-5, 11-6. Over-70: Kaye 
Jackson (NZL) beat Patricia Taylor (NZL) 11-8, 11-4, 11-3 

b) World Transplant Games: The 2017 Games took place in July in Malaga, Spain. There were men’s 
age categories 18-29 (winner Jamie Lonslade GBR), 30-39 (winner Chriss Cliffe GBR), 40-49 (winner 
Nick Whitehurst GBR), 50-59 (winner Laurence Peter Smith NZL), 60+ (winner David Jones GBR) and 
women’s categories in 18-20 (winner Janike Kleinhans RSA), 30-39 (winner Marzieh Yarkhalafi IRN) 
and 40-49 (winner Deirdre Faul IRE). 

c) World Games: Took place in Wroclaw, Poland 20-30 July 2017 and was very successful. Men's Gold 
Medal Match: Simon Rösner (GER) beat Gregoire Marche (FRA) 15-13, 11-6, 9-11, 11-8. Women's 
Gold Medal Match: Camille Serme (FRA) beat Joey Chan (HKG) 11-4, 11-3, 11-4. Bronze medallists 
were Borja Golan (ESP) and Nele Gilis (BEL). 
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d) Commonwealth Games: Squash is confirmed on the programme of the Games in April 2018 on the 
Gold Coast of Australia. All event preparations are progressing well including the selection of 
referees. 

e) Asian Games: Both singles and team events have been confirmed on the programme for August 
2018. 

f) Pan-American Games: Squash is included on the programme of the Games, scheduled to take 
place 26 July-11 August 2019, Lima, Peru and it is understood that new courts are being procured for 
the Doubles event. 

g) Commonwealth Youth Games: Squash had applied for inclusion on the programme of the 2017 
Games in St. Lucia but they withdrew as hosts during 2016. They were replaced by the Bahamas who 
unfortunately had no suitable squash facilities so there was no squash competition played. Northern 
Ireland are the 2021 hosts; the Games having moved to a four-year cycle. 

h) European Games: WSF & ESF have actively lobbied for the inclusion of squash in the 2019 Games 
in Belarus via the national squash Federation of Belarus. 

 
18.3. The Commission has developed a chart featuring all World, Pan-regional, Regional, Sub-Regional and 

other Multi-Sport Games that squash is either in or could try to gain a place, with a view to targeting 
efforts to maintain participation or secure it, as appropriate. 
 

18.4. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) Work continues on obtaining inclusion of squash in all Major Games worldwide. 

19. MASTERS COMMISSION 
 

19.1. The Commission was established in 1 July 2017, to continue and expand upon the activities of the old 
Masters Sub-Committee. A key initial task is the evaluation of and intended development plan for a WSF 
World Masters Tour and Rankings. 

20. MEDICAL COMMISSION 
 

20.1. The Medical Commission: Chair: Dr. A Smith. Members: Derek Ryan, Dr. Bharatinder Singh. Its remit 
is to respond to any medical or scientific questions that arise from WSF Commissions or the Executive 
Committee. 
 

20.2. Issues. In response to a request from the Junior World Championships, bone age of some athletes from 
Pakistan was assessed. Determining bone age is only accurate within 18 months for athletes aged 18 or 
older, so it is not possible to determine age within days as opposed to months as is needed for eligibility 
for an age group event. Bone age determination is more accurate at younger ages. 
 

20.3. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) The Medical Commission responded to the one request made from the WSF. 

21. OLYMPIC GAMES COMMISSION 
 

21.1. A standalone Commission since July 2017 with responsibility for advising and managing Olympic Bid 
Campaigns and promoting the inclusion of squash representatives on international sport committees and 
National Olympic Committees. 
 

21.2. SportAccord. President Fontaine, Vice President Serna and the Chief Executive represented the WSF at 
SportAccord and the various meetings held around the event in Aarhus, Denmark in April 2017. 
 

21.3. President Fontaine’s Report on Olympic Inclusion: Rebuilding constructive and friendly 
relationships with the professional sector of our sport was one of the key points of my campaign for 
WSF Presidency. This has been now been achieved. Since November 2016 immersion in the Olympic 
agenda has been a priority. The PSA is part of the WSF‘s Olympic Games Commission and are 
systematically included in the new Olympic bid process. 
 
Contacts and meetings with several IOC members and International Federations have occurred since last 
November at numerous World Championships. There was also WSF presence at other key international 
meetings such as the IF Forum in Lausanne and Sport Accord in Aarhus (Denmark). The new frame of 
our relations with squash’s professional sector was perceived as a very strong message and a key asset 
for our new bid.  
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The World Games in Poland were opened by IOC President Thomas Bach, undoubtedly increased our 
visibility and credibility and consolidated Squash’s status as a great sport for Multi Sports Events. Both 
IWGA and IOC members attended the packed-gallery finals and were impressed with the showcase 
presentations implemented in Wroclaw.  
 
I extend my sincere thanks and congratulations to Tomasz Banasiak and the Polish Federation for their 
excellent job and for the extremely fruitful contacts they arranged organized with the local sport 
authorities, along with the efforts of the Hasta La Vista Club. 
 
During the 11 days of the World Games the WSF was well represented at nearly all other sports events. 
This provided an efficient opportunity to meet, discuss and campaign why squash was once again biding 
for 2024. 
 
According to comments received, it seems that the local organizing committee of the host city will have 
an integral role in the selection of sports by the Host City for 2024. With the excellent championship 
results of Gregory Gauthier, Thierry Lincou and Camille Serme, squash continues to be popular and 
highly visible in France. Paris could be therefore considered as a “very reasonable opportunity” to 
campaign for squash to be included in the 2024 program. 
 
In May 2017 I was re-elected as a member of the Board of the French national Olympic Committee 
where I will continue to devote my best efforts in support of our new bid. 
 
A lot of other sports will be “knocking at the 2024’s door”, including several “new disciplines” now 
offered by some important Olympic Ifs. I am fully aware of the “burden” and the “complexity” of this 
target which consumes more and more time, energy and resources. 
 
Nevertheless the pillar of any successful bid remains the discipline’s international dimension. Squash has 
undoubtedly attained global legitimacy and it is now time to demonstrate it. I would like here to thank 
the Asian Squash Federation and President David Mui for maintain excellent connections within the IOC. 
 
Time and concentration must be devoted to developing dedicated and tactical regional networks. These 
networks will focus on developing worldwide lobbying strategies, and on fostering new contacts. We 
must increase the brand recognition of our new bid within the international circles with a fresh element 
in a new language. 
 
The three other pillars of the IOC inclusion are youth, sustainability and credibility; and while the second 
and third are not so critical, squash must focus its’ emphasis on youth together with successful gender 
equality. 
 
In this context, the introduction of Squash in the Youth Olympic Games in 2018 is an important stepping 
stone for us as we try to gain 2024 inclusion. We will have the opportunity to present our sport on an 
all-glass show court, and are now actively raising funds to ensure that it is a very successful showing.  
 
Many thanks and congratulations to Pablo Serna and his team. 
 
To be a successful contender squash must have a “consistent and world class presentation”. The 
Olympic Games Commission must be partnered by an accredited and highly experienced agency capable 
of guiding us through all local and international challenges. As of this date the selection process has not 
been completed.  
 
Globally squash must “look out of its box” in order to become, as stated by a member of Olympic 
Channel to become a real “spectator sport”. Although not custom in a WSF report, I would like to 
emphasize the tremendous “added value” the PSA Tour, especially with their increased TV and social 
media avenues, will strengthen our bid opportunity. 
 
Our past failures have left some doubting our future chances or the need to pursue this dream. To many 
more, we know the enormous effect of becoming an Olympic sport will have on squash not only for our 
athletes but more importantly for the long term sustainability and development of squash worldwide. 
 
The “inclusion agenda” is to day more or less known. While it is not final we must assume that within 
more or less two years the Paris 2024 Organizing Committee will be required to submit their nominations 
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of sports to the IOC for them to consider, and that a final decision will be taken soon after so that 
hosting arrangements can be made. 
 
I have provided the most accurate possible report while respecting the confidentiality in relation with 
some other matters that are still in process.  
 
Thank you for your continued dedication and especially for the positive energy you all provide to the 
future generation of squash. 
 

21.4. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) Maintained and improved upon IOC relationships enabling presentation of our case to secure a place 

on the Olympic Games programme in any way we can 
b) WSF was represented at SportAccord 2017 
c) Continued to promote the inclusion of squash representatives on international committees and 

National Olympic Committees. 

22. PARA-SQUASH COMMISSION 
 

22.1. The Commission has recently undergone a complete restructuring after the WSF was advised that the 
International Paralympic Committee (IPC) had formally terminated its recognition of the WSF. The 
Executive Board has approved the new structure and membership of the Commission made up of proven 
experts that will take immediate action; evaluating the situation and taking appropriate measures to 
contain it. The IPC unfortunately felt that the WSF had not met its requirements, which have 
dramatically increased in areas like classification, Para-sport governance and other frameworks. 
 

22.2. The new chair of the Commission, Volker Bernardi, having attended all key meetings of the IPC in recent 
years - particularly the Rio 2016 Paralympic Games including the IPC Observer Programme and Academy 
Campus as well as the IPC Head of Classification meeting and Research Forum this February in Germany 
or other important occasions to meet with IPC representatives - realised that the challenge for the WSF 
to re-gain recognition would not get smaller. It was with that background that the composition of the 
new Commission was proposed, meeting all IPC criteria while keeping away Para-Squash from political 
interference, which so greatly destroyed the achievements made so far. 
 

22.3. It goes without saying that the main focus of the Commission is to get back the IPC recognition as soon 
as possible. The reason being that the WSF cannot seriously bid for Squash to be admitted to the 
programme of the 2024 Olympic Games without embracing the Para-Squash dimension. The Commission 
is working on its plan to set up the Para-Squash regulatory framework, including classification, sport 
rules and Anti-Doping and is aiming to present a re-application to the IPC by end of 2017. 
 

22.4. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) The WSF did not retain its International Paralympic Committee recognised status 

23. REFEREEING COMMITTEE 
 

23.1. The Committee was disbanded in July 2017 but prior to that the Director continued to work through 
the detail contained within the Strategic Plan for Refereeing 2015-2018. 
 

23.2. Strategic Plan. Delivery of the Strategic Plan 2015-2018 was severely impacted, as is detailed below, 
but is intended to be delivered via the new World Squash Officiating Programme. 
 

23.3. The Committee. All Regions, as well as the PSA, were represented on the Committee. The Office 
managed all WSF Referee and Assessor assignments. Due to various circumstances the Director found 
effective communication with the Committee difficult to achieve during the past year. 
 

23.4. Referees Conference. A Referee Conference was not held during the year. 
 

23.5. Committee Meetings. No Committee meetings took place during the year. The Director has during the 
last year spoken to representatives from Europe, Africa, Pan-America, Oceania and the PSA. There 
continued to be active dialogue where relevant between Committee personnel via both Skype and email. 
 

23.6. The Annual WSF Referee Review. A Referee review did not take place during the year, as a result of 
the changed arrangements with the PSA during the period. 
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23.7. Referee and Assessor Assignments. The demand for WSF Referees to attend major PSA events 
increased against the previous year, in part because the PSA now actively encourages hosts of 
US$25,000+ events to use WSF Referees.  
A total of 110 WSF Referee assignments were made across 35 events. No standalone Assessor 
assignments were made, however, WSF Referees Assessors carried out 25 Assessments at 5 of the 
events they were assigned to, when not refereeing. 
 

23.8. Relations with the PSA. Discussions between the WSF and the PSA at respective Board levels have 
been ongoing since the WSF AGM in November 2016. Preliminary detailed structural and operational 
meetings have also been ongoing. 
 
Talks around the partnership that in summary would mean that the WSF and the PSA would have 
collaborative arrangements spread across the full referee programme – a bespoke website, training, 
qualification, assignment and monitoring levels. This partnership is a fundamental process in order that 
the Refereeing Strategic Plan is fully delivered. 
 
The relationship between the Director and his counterpart at the PSA is a healthy one; both are 
committed to developing Refereeing in the wider sense. 
 
Circumstances caused a standstill in the development of the programme but, with the relationship now 
moving at an agreed pace during the last few months, we believe we are now able to move forward with 
confidence to deal with the issues listed in sections 23.2 to 23.7. The collaboration between the PSA and 
the WSF is regarded as key to the delivery of the Refereeing Strategic Plan to ensure consistency within 
the referee pathway and deliver our aspirations in all areas and at all levels. 
Key Operational Successes achieved from collaboration between the WSF and PSA Refereeing Directors: 
 Building WSF and PSA referee relationship at key events during the period 
 Further Information databases built on referees from all regions 
 Sixty Referees from all continents used at Major WSF and PSA events during the 2016 season 
 Continued building of database with key information on some 350 matches 
 Referees from 25 Countries all regions represented 
 Further development with approx. 60 referees trained and made aware in the use of newly 

implemented Referee/Video Referee System 
 The availability of Video evidence on 200+ matches for referee assessment, performance, training 

and mentoring for all current WSF Referees along with prospective candidates 
 Piloting the above venture with stakeholders for training and mentoring appropriately qualified 

referees 
 Continued structured dialogue with referees, coaches and the PSA on the modern day thinking of 

referee line of thinking and interpretation 
 Identifying, instructing, and implementing the above 
 Continued structured deployment of referees to appropriate level of matches at key events. 
 

23.9. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) The WSF and the PSA to continue a working relationship at Board Level to deliver a Strategic 

Refereeing Plan. Ongoing see 23.8 
b) World Squash Officiating management team consists of appropriate balance of skills, knowledge, 

experience and understanding. Ongoing see 23.8 
c) Fully operational WSF National Grade Platform for all National Federations. Ongoing see 23.8 
d) Fully operational WSF Platform Introductory/Club for National Federations. Ongoing see 23.8 
e) Updated Manual/Guidelines for all WSF, Regional and National Assessors. Ongoing see 23.8 
f) Fully operationally Online Assessment Platform. Ongoing see 23.8 
g) Ongoing co-ordinated deployment opportunities between organisations and promoters. Ongoing see 

23.8 
h) Review Annual Referee Nomination and Appeal Process. Ongoing see 23.8. 

24. RULES COMMISSION 
 

24.1. Membership and Structure. During the period the WSF's new Commission structure came into force, 
with membership comprising: 

Chair Michael Collins 
Members Chris Sinclair 
 Lee Drew 
 Srikanth Seshadri 
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This membership represents a good regional spread of expertise with input from Africa, America, Asia 
and Oceania and also from the PSA. Much thanks and appreciation needs to be extended to Graham 
Waters of Canada who served on the previous Rules Committee for many years and was an invaluable 
member during that time. Also to Anthony So from Hong Kong who provided input from the Asian region 
for the duration of his membership. 
 

24.2. Activity during the Period. The Commission did not meet during the period but received several rules 
related queries and these were resolved and clarified. There were also a number of submissions received 
for possible changes or amendments to the existing Rules that were all given due consideration, whilst 
some were not thought to be necessary: change the service rules to make it mandatory to serve only 
from the right for even and from the left for odd scores; a change to the video review rules and to 
streamline the categories of competencies requiring assessment of referees for example. 
 
Other submissions have been held over to be fully discussed and considered in the new period ahead. 
The Commission has continued to provide assistance to the Squash Player Magazine for its Questions & 
Answers segment by checking the wording and content of such publications. 
 
The Commission assisted with the provisional review and redrafting of the Squash 57 Rules prior to the 
establishment of the new Squash 57 Commission which has now been tasked with taking this forward. 
 
Michael Collins continued to monitor the WSF’s online "Frequently Asked Questions" and responded to 
the daily questions submitted from the squash playing public worldwide. 
 

24.3. Performance against Targets 2016/2017 
a) Consideration was given to an education programme for National Federations but placed on hold 

pending the possible similar programme being implemented by the Referees Commission 
b) Singles and Doubles Rules were monitored for potential improvements 
c) Feedback was not obtained from Regional and National Federations on the Singles and Doubles Rules 
d) The Rules education programme is under development 
e) Educational material was not distributed to National Federations to clarify those areas of the rules 

where confusion exists or urban myths that have developed. 

25. SQUASH 57 COMMISSION 
 

25.1. The Commission was newly created in May 2017 and comprises Zena Wooldridge as Chair, Andrew 
Shelley as Board Liaison and Ken Chee as Member. 
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WSF COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP 
 
Anti-Doping 
Chair: Dr. Anne Smith 
Programme Manager: Lorraine Harding 
Members: Dr. Ellen Hamborg-Petersen 
 Dr. Bharatinder Singh 
 
 
Athletes’ 
To be confirmed. 
 
 
Championships 
Chair: Tony Choi 
Board Liaison: Andrew Shelley 
Hardball Liaison: Graham Bassett 
Members: Tommy Berden 
 Marcel Borst 
 Madeline Perry 
 Cyrus Poncha 
 Yvon Provencal 
 Wayne Werder 
 
 
Coaching 
Chair: Maniam Singaraveloo 
Board Liaison: Sarah Fitz-Gerald 
CEP Co-ordinator: Michael Khan 
Members: Zac Alexander 
 Esteban Casarino 
 Graham Prior 
 
 
Commercial 
Chair: Pablo Serna 
WSF Liaison: Andrew Shelley 
Members: Otto Kalvø 
 Guven Karakus 
 Kevin Klipstein 
 Julie Marks 
 Matthew Osmon 
 
 
Courts & Equipment 
Chair: Chris Herridge 
Board Liaison: Huang Ying How 
Members Craig Archer 
 John Holland 
 Jim O’Grady 
 
 
Development 
Chair: Emily Mak 
Board Liaison: Huang Ying How 
Members: Karen Anderson 
 John Milton 
 Luke Morriss 
 Chris Peach 
 Tim Wyant 
 
 

Disciplinary 
Chair: Gerard DeCourcy 
Board Liaison: Andrew Shelley 
Members: Volker Bernardi 
 Hany Hamouda 
 Ken Stillman 
 Cedric Tyen 
 
 
Ethics 
Chair: David Howman 
Members: Alison Burchell 
 Robert Dolman 
 Jim Hay 
 Debendranath Sarangi 
 
 
Governance & Audit 
Chair: David Mandel 
Board Liaison: Jacques Fontaine 
Members: Peta Murphy 
 Janet Sairsingh 
 
 
Junior 
Chair: Jackie Robinson 
Board Liaison: Andrew Shelley 
Members: Andrew Cross 
 Kay Kendall 
 Mustafa Assem Khalifa 
 Vedran Režić 
 Harry Smith 
 
 
Major Games 
Chair: Natalie Grainger 
Board Liaison: Sarah Fitz-Gerald 
Members: Zena Wooldridge 
 Hany Hamouda 
 David Mui 
 Jim O’Grady 
 Federico Serna 
 
 
Masters 
Chair: Malcolm Kerr 
Board Liaison: Sarah Fitz-Gerald 
Members: Angelique Clifton-Parks 
 Richard Millman 
 Wayne Seebeck 
 Pavel Sladacek 
 Nick Taylor 
 
 
Medical 
Chair: Dr. Anne Smith 
Board Liaison: Lorraine Harding 
Members: Derek Ryan 
 Dr. Bharatinder Singh 
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Olympic Games 
Chair: Jacques Fontaine 
WSF Liaison: Andrew Shelley 
Members: Tommy Berden 
 Sarah Fitz-Gerald 
 Alex Gough 
 Peter Lasusa 
 David Mui 
 Camille Serme 
 Pablo Serna 
 
 
Para-Squash 
Chair: Volker Bernardi 
Members: Jörn Verleger 
 Camila Barbosa 
 Marcel Borst 
 Man Chung 
 Jan Bockweg 
 Udo Ziegler 
 Sebastian Riediger 
 
 
 
 

Refereeing Management Commission 
Programme being finalised. 
 
 
Rules: 
Chair: Mike Collins 
Members: Lee Drew 
 Srikanth Seshadri 
 Chris Sinclair 
 
 
Squash 57 
Chair: Zena Wooldridge 
WSF Liaison: Andrew Shelley 
Member: Ken Chee 
Further members to be advised. 
 
 
Therapeutic Use Exemption 
Chair: Dr. Anne Smith 
Members: Dr. Deborah Dudgeon 
 Dr. Charlotte Elgood 
 Dr. Connie Lebrun 
 Dr. Bharatinder Singh 
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NATIONAL FEDERATIONS BY REGION 
 
AFRICA (13) 
Botswana 
DR Congo 
Egypt 
Kenya 

Malawi 
Mauritius 
Namibia 
Nigeria 

Seychelles 
South Africa 
Uganda 
Zambia 

Zimbabwe 

 
 
ASIA (28) 
Afghanistan 
Bahrain 
Bangladesh 
Brunei Darussalam 
China  
Chinese Taipei 
Hong Kong, China 

India 
Indonesia 
Iran 
Iraq 
Japan 
Jordan 
Korea 

Kuwait 
Lebanon  
Macau, China 
Malaysia 
Myanmar 
Nepal 
Pakistan 

Palestine 
Philippines 
Qatar 
Saudi Arabia 
Singapore 
Sri Lanka 
Thailand 

 
 
EUROPE (46) 
Armenia 
Austria 
Belarus 
Belgium 
Bulgaria 
Croatia 
Cyprus 
Czech Republic 
Denmark 
England 
Estonia 
Finland 

France 
Germany 
Gibraltar 
Greece 
Guernsey 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Isle of Man 
Israel 
Italy 
Jersey 

Latvia 
Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Malta 
Monaco 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 
Portugal 
Romania 
Russia 

Scotland 
Serbia 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Turkey 
Ukraine 
Wales 

 
 
OCEANIA (10) 
Australia 
Cook Islands 
Fiji 

New Caledonia 
New Zealand 
Norfolk Island 

Papua New Guinea 
Samoa 
Tahiti 

Vanuatu 

 
 
PANAMERICA (22) 
Argentina 
Barbados 
Bermuda 
Brazil 
British Virgin Islands 
Canada 

Cayman Islands 
Chile 
Colombia 
Ecuador 
El Salvador 
Guatemala 

Guyana 
Jamaica 
Mexico 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 

St. Vincent & Grenadines 
Trinidad & Tobago 
USA 
Venezuela 

 
 
SQUASH LINKS (29) 
Algeria 
Antigua & Barbuda 
Aruba 
Azerbaijan 
Bahamas 
Bolivia 
Cambodia 
Costa Rica 
Dominica 
Dominican Republic 
Georgia 
Ghana 

Honduras 
Kazakhstan 
Lesotho 
FYR Macedonia 
Madagascar 
Montenegro 
Morocco 
Oman 
St. Lucia 
Solomon Islands 
Somalia 
Sudan 

Swaziland 
Tanzania 
Tonga 
Uruguay 
Vietnam
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FRIENDS OF WORLD SQUASH 
 
 
The WSF gratefully acknowledges the contribution of the following Friends of World Squash to the development of 
squash worldwide: 
 
FRIENDS FOR LIFE 
 

HRH Tunku Imran  (Malaysia) 
Horst Babinksy (Germany) 
Mike Corby (England) 
Murray Day (New Zealand) 
Sir Michael Edwardes (England) 
Bob Finch  (Australia) 
Kathy & Al Gordon (USA) 
Jack Herrick (USA) 
Michael I Hill (England) 
Air Chief Marshal M. Abbas Khattak (Pakistan) 
Charles C. Kingsley (USA) 
Mokhzani Mahathir (Malaysia) 
David Y Y Mui, MJ JP (Hong Kong) 
Squash Bond Nederland (Netherlands) 
Eui Rock Oh (Korea) 
N Ramachandran (India) 
Vinod B. Sekhar (Malaysia) 
Thomas H. Tarantino (USA) 

 
ANNUAL MEMBERS 
 

Mitchell J. Guthman (USA) 
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