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Minutes of the Extraordinary 
General Meeting of the WSF 
5 August 2017 
Macdonald Hotel 
Manchester, United Kingdom 
 
 
1. PRESIDENT’S INTRODUCTION 

The President welcomed attendees and requested that the Chief Executive manage the 
meeting. 
 
a) Voting Procedures 

The Chief Executive explained the voting procedures to Members and advised that as the 
motions proposed are general motions they require a majority i.e. 50% the total votes. He 
also confirmed the process for election of the WSF Ethics Commission Chair and Members. 

 
b) Appointment of Scrutineers 

The Meeting appointed Maggie Still (Scotland) and Julian Harniess (England) as scrutineers. 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies had been received from the following Member Nations: 

Czech Republic, Norway and Zimbabwe. 
 
Personal apologies had been received from: 

Ethics Commission Nominees: Alison Burchill, Robert Dolman, Stuart Friedman, David 
Howman and Steve Indig. 

3. ATTENDANCE 
 

a) Members Represented 
Australia - Paul Price 
Austria - Kevin Stewart 
Belgium  - Steve Jones 
Canada - Lolly Gillen 
China - Gerard Monteiro 
Chinese Taipei - Andrew Perry 
Colombia - Sergio Becerra 
Egypt - Khaled El Agroudy 
England - Eamonn O’Rourke 
France - Catherine Ezvan 
Germany - Hany Hamouda 
Hong Kong - Cyrus Poncha 
India - Debendranath Sarangi 
Ireland - Rosie Barry 

Italy - Davide Babini 
Japan - Keir Worth 
Korea - Louise Perry 
Macau - Josh Taylor 
Malaysia - Subramaniam Singaraveloo 
New Zealand - Wayne Werder 
Pakistan - Shahid Akhtar Alvi 
Poland - Tomasz Banasiak 
Scotland - Jim Hay 
Singapore - Paul Makinen 
South Africa - Jean Pierre Brits 
Sweden - Martin Wren 
USA - Peter Lasusa 
Wales - Richard Bennett 

 
The Chief Executive advised that the total number of votes available at the meeting was 94, 
representing 28 National Federations. He further stated that to exceed the 50% required for a 
general motion to pass a minimum 48 votes would be required. 
 
b) Observers Present 

England - Julian Harniess 
Scotland - Maggie Still 
USA - Ryan Rayfield 
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c) Others Present 
i. By Right 

Jacques Fontaine - WSF President 
Sarah Fitz-Gerald - WSF Vice-President 
Gar Holohan - WSF Vice-President 
Huang Ying How - WSF Vice-President 
Pablo Serna - WSF Vice-President 
Hany Hamouda - WSF Regional Vice-President - Africa 
Zena Wooldridge - WSF Regional Vice-President – Europe  
 

ii. By Invitation 
Andrew Shelley - WSF Chief Executive 
Lorraine Harding - WSF Operations Manager 

4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 
Keir Worth, representing Japan stated his opinion that the Members did not unanimously agree to the third 
Presidential ballot being retaken (as indicated in Minute 14); Jim Hay, Scotland, agreed stating that he had 
not been offered the opportunity to vote against the re-ballot. Andrew Shelley (WSF Chief Executive) 
reminded the meeting that he had asked Delegates if they would agree to a re-ballot; there was a clear 
majority in favour, with no hands being raised to object. Lolly Gillen (Canada) proposed and Vice-President 
Huang Ying How (Malaysian Delegate – 2016 AGM) seconded Andrew Shelley’s statement. 
 
Vice President Pablo Serna (Columbian Delegate - 2016 AGM) recommended that the wording be amended 
to “Members were asked and agreed by majority to the third Presidential ballot being retaken”, which was 
endorsed by Vice President Gar Holohan (Irish Delegate – 2016 AGM). 
 
Keir Worth (Japan) further queried whether it was appropriate to approve the minutes, when there is an 
ongoing ethics dispute regarding the election. The Chief Executive stated that minutes are a record of what 
took place at a meeting and, as such, a subsequently lodged ethical issue would not affect the record of 
the meeting. 
 
Peter Lasusa (USA) stated his opinion that the requirement for an Extraordinary General Meeting to 
approve the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting is ambiguous in the WSF Articles of 
Association. The Chief Executive cited Articles 12 and 49a where the requirement of the minutes of the 
previous meeting must be approved is stated. He did however acknowledge that there are some anomalies 
in the Articles of Association and advised that these are currently being reviewed prior to being proposed 
to the 2017 Annual General Meeting. Lolly Gillen (Canada) suggested that approval of minutes should 
proceed, which was agreed. 
 
Subject to the amendment to Minute 14 to read ‘members were asked and agreed by majority to the third 
Presidential ballot being retaken”, approval of the minutes of the 2016 Annual General Meeting was 
proposed by Canada, seconded by Germany. Approved by majority 

5. WSF ETHICS COMMISSION ELECTIONS 
 
a) Chair 

Presentations were made on behalf of Alison Burchell, Stuart Friedman and David Howman. David 
Howman (Ireland) was declared elected having received 88 votes in the first ballot. 
 

b) Members 
Presentations were made by Khaled El Agroudy, Jim Hay, and Debendranath Sarangi and on behalf of 
Steven Indig; Alison Burchell and Stuart Friedman’s presentations - having been made prior to the 
election of the Chair of the Ethics Commission - were not repeated. 
 
As the voting procedure agreed for the election of the Ethics Commission, did not allow for more than 
one candidate to be tied with the least number of votes, how to proceed was discussed. Agreeing with 
the recommendation of Canada and Vice-President Serna that common-sense should prevail, the three 
National Federations that had nominated the candidates that had received zero votes all withdrew their 
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candidates from the election of the first Member of the Ethics Commission only; enabling the election of 
the four nominees that did receive votes to proceed [Burchell (8), Agroudy (40), Friedman (6), Hay 
(40), Dolman, Indig and John (0)]. 
 
The result of the second ballot two gave no clear majority [Hay (46), Agroudy (36), Friedman and 
Burchell (6)]. Stuart Friedman, having receiving the least number of votes in the previous round, was 
removed and the third ballot proceeded. However, as the scrutineers left the room to count the votes - 
which could have allowed for tampering - Ballot 3 was invalidated.  
 
Following the fourth ballot Jim Hay (Scotland) was declared elected as the first Commission member 
with 51 votes [Agroudy (37), Burchell (6)]. 
 
Ballot five resulted in no clear majority [Sarangi (40), Agroudy (38), Friedman (10), Burchell (6), 
Dolman, Indig and John (0)]. As in the second ballot, there were more than one candidate with the 
least number of votes and so the relevant National Federations withdrew those nominees so that the 
delegates could continue to vote for the four remaining candidates. 
 
Following the sixth ballot Debendranath Sarangi (India) was declared elected with 48 votes [Agroudy 
(38), Friedman (6), Burchell (2)]. 
 
The seventh ballot saw Alison Burchell (South Africa) declared elected with 48 votes [Agroudy (38), 
Friedman (6), Dolman (2), Indig and John (0)]. (Note: Slightly incorrect figures for two of the losing 
nominees were read out at the meeting; correct votes here). 
 
The result of ballot eight gave no clear majority [Dolman (46), Agroudy (36), Friedman (13), Indig and 
John (0)] and, again the two with the least votes were withdrawn so that the delegates could continue 
to vote for one of the three remaining candidates. 
 
Following the ninth ballot Robert Dolman (Wales) was declared elected as the fourth Commission 
member with 50 votes [Agroudy (38), Friedman (6)]. 
 

c) Ethics & Compliance Officer 
Michael John being the only candidate will have his name forwarded to the Ethics Commission for 
consideration as appointee in accordance with the WSF Code of Ethics. 

6. FUTURE MEETINGS 
The President announced that the 2017 Annual General Meeting is being held on Sunday 3 December in 
Marseille France, preceded by the WSF Conference on 2 December 2017. 

7. CLOSING REMARKS 
Prior to closing the meeting, President Fontaine thanked the scrutineers, congratulated all appointees and 
all others for their contribution to the discussions. He also reiterated his hope for squash to be included in 
the 2024 Olympic Games, something he emphasised may be our last opportunity having failed three times 
and that he cannot do alone despite his position on the French National Olympic Committee, rather the 
efforts of all National Federations will be required. He also thanked Tomasz Banasiak and the Polish Squash 
Federation for their support in ensuring the success of the World Games in Wroclaw. 


